
The Implications of Acting 
Without Authority

• It means we:
• Did something God said not to do

• Did something differently than God said to do it

• Did something God didn’t say to do 



Matthew 5:37(NKJV)

"But let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever is more 
than these is from the evil one.”

Possibility #1: We did something God said not to do



Acts 5:1-3(NKJV)

But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a 
possession. And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being 
aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles' feet. 
But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the 
Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?

Possibility #1: We did something God said not to do
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Hebrews 8:5(NKJV)

who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was 
divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He 
said, "See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you 
on the mountain." 

Possibility #2: We did something differently than God said to do it



II Thessalonians 2:15(NKJV)

Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were 
taught, whether by word or our epistle.

Possibility #2: We did something differently than God said to do it
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Hebrews 7:14(NKJV)

For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses 
spoke nothing concerning priesthood.

Possibility #3: We did something God didn’t say to do
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II Samuel 7:1-7(NKJV)

Now it came to pass when the king was dwelling in his house, and the 
Lord had given him rest from all his enemies all around, that the king 
said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God dwells inside tent curtains." Then Nathan said to the 
king, "Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you." But it 
happened that night that the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying, 
"Go and tell My servant David, 'Thus says the Lord: "Would you build a 
house for Me to dwell in? "For I have not dwelt in a house since the 
time that I brought the children of Israel up from Egypt, even to this 
day, but have moved about in a tent and in a tabernacle. "Wherever I 
have moved about with all the children of Israel, have I ever spoken a 
word to anyone from the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd My people Israel, saying, 'Why have you not built Me a house 
of cedar?'"'

It assumes that we know what God would like



Psalm 50:21(NKJV)

These things you have done, and I kept silent; You thought that I was 
altogether like you; But I will rebuke you, And set them in order before 
your eyes.

It assumes that we know what God would like
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Hebrews 10:38(NKJV)

Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has 
no pleasure in him.

It requires us to act without faith



Romans 10:17(NKJV)

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

It requires us to act without faith



Romans 14:23(NKJV)

But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat 
from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.

It requires us to act without faith
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Leviticus 10:1-3(NKJV)

And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his 
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not. And 
there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died 
before the Lord. Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the Lord 
spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and 
before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace.

It shows a lack of respect for God



Numbers 20:1-12(NKJV)

Then the children of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the 
Wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in Kadesh; and 
Miriam died there and was buried there. Now there was no water for the 
congregation; so they gathered together against Moses and Aaron. And the 
people contended with Moses and spoke, saying: "If only we had died 
when our brethren died before the Lord! "Why have you brought up the 
assembly of the Lord into this wilderness, that we and our animals should 
die here? "And why have you made us come up out of Egypt, to bring us to 
this evil place? It is not a place of grain or figs or vines or pomegranates; 
nor is there any water to drink." So Moses and Aaron went from the 
presence of the assembly to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and 
they fell on their faces. And the glory of the Lord appeared to them.

It shows a lack of respect for God



Numbers 20:1-12(NKJV)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Take the rod; you and your brother 
Aaron gather the congregation together. Speak to the rock before their 
eyes, and it will yield its water; thus you shall bring water for them out of 
the rock, and give drink to the congregation and their animals." So Moses 
took the rod from before the Lord as He commanded him. And Moses and 
Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said to 
them, "Hear now, you rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this 
rock?" Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; 
and water came out abundantly, and the congregation and their animals 
drank. Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not 
believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you 
shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them."

It shows a lack of respect for God
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Luke 6:46(NKJV)

"But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I 
say?”

It shows God isn’t our Lord
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Matthew 7:21-23(NKJV)

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in 
thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Will require an account on the Day of Judgement
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