
“In Anglicanism, and in the Episcopal Church, the cornerstones of our faith and 
sources of authority are scripture, tradition and reason. The balance between each 
of these three sources is often characterized as a three-legged stool – a concept 
attributed to Anglican theologian Richard Hooker (1554-1600).

A stool with three legs will collapse if any one of the legs is not equal with 
the others. And so it is with the balance between scripture, tradition and reason in 
church doctrine. Because they are held as equal in authority, each of these sources 
needs to be interpreted in context with the other two.” 

Source: https://www.dsoconnections.org/2017/08/28/scripture-tradition-and-
reason-a-three-legged-stool/



Source: Saint Paul's Episcopal 
Church of Bellingham 
Washington
https://www.stpaulsbellingha
m.org/about-the-episcopal-
church/2013/11/2/scripture-
tradition-reason.html
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What’s Wrong with the Three-Legged Stool?
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What’s Wrong with the Three-Legged Stool?
Is Tradition a Valid Source?
No because:
• Traditions/churches have 

been wrong
• Traditions can’t be 

authoritative or bound
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Is Reason a Valid Source?
No because:
• We aren’t equipped to 

make our own way
• Others weren’t capable

• Eve
• Naaman
• Uzzah
• Abraham
• Moses
• Paul


