
John Calvin

• Lived 1509-1564
• French Reformer
• Lived approximately the same 

time as other reformers like 
Martin Luther, Huldrych Zwingli, 
William Tyndale, et. al

• Opposed corruption in Catholic 
church and sought to “reform” 
it.
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Calvinism’s Tenets



What Do Those Who Believe in the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine Say About It?

"If I killed my wife and mother and debauched a 
thousand women I couldn't go to hell--in fact, I 
couldn't go to hell if I wanted to." 
-Bill Foster, Baptist preacher in Louisville, KY 



What Do Those Who Believe in the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine Say About It?

"We take the position that a Christian's sins do not 
damn his soul. The way a Christian lives, what he says, 
his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward 
other people have nothing whatever to do with the 
salvation of his souls...And all the sins he may commit 
from murder to idolatry will not make his soul in any 
more danger. " 
-Sam Morris, Baptist preacher in Stamford, TX, 
“Do a Christian’s Sins Damn His Souls?” 



What Do Those Who Believe in the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine Say About It?

“They whom God hath accepted in His Beloved, 
effectually called and sanctified by His Spirit, can 
neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of 
grace; but shall certainly persevere therein to the 
end, and be eternally saved.” 
The Westminister Confession-Chapter XVII, 
Section 1



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”



Galatians 5:4

“Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified 
by the law; ye are fallen from grace.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”



I Timothy 4:1-3

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with 
a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from 
meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of 
them which believe and know the truth.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”



II Peter 2:1

“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction.”



Matthew 10:33

“But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before 
my Father which is in heaven.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”



II Peter 3:17

“Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest 
ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your 
own stedfastness.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”
• “Err from the truth”



James 5:19-20

“Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let 
him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his 
way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”
• “Err from the truth”
• “Perish”



I Corinthians 8:11

“And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom 
Christ died?”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”
• “Err from the truth”
• “Perish”
• “Fall into condemnation”



James 5:12

“But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be 
yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”
• “Err from the truth”
• “Perish”
• “Fall into condemnation”
• “Be moved away from the hope”



Colossians 1:21-23
“And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies 

in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled  In the body of his flesh through death, to 
present you holy and unblameable and 
unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the faith 
grounded and settled, and be not moved away from 
the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and 
which was preached to every creature which is under 
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”
• “Err from the truth”
• “Perish”
• “Fall into condemnation”
• “Be moved away from the hope”
• “Depart from the living God”



Hebrews 3:12

“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief, in departing from the living God.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”
• “Err from the truth”
• “Perish”
• “Fall into condemnation”
• “Be moved away from the hope”
• “Depart from the living God”
• “Be a castaway”



I Corinthians 9:27

“But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
castaway.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”
• “Err from the truth”
• “Perish”
• “Fall into condemnation”
• “Be moved away from the hope”
• “Deny the Lord who bought them”
• “Depart from the living God”
• “Be a castaway”

• Jesus said it was possible to “fall away”



Luke 8:13

“They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word 
with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”
• “Err from the truth”
• “Perish”
• “Fall into condemnation”
• “Be moved away from the hope”
• “Deny the Lord who bought them”
• “Depart from the living God”
• “Be a castaway”

• Jesus said it was possible to “fall away”
• 1st Century Christians fell away



Acts 8:13

“Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he 
continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and 
signs which were done.”

Acts 8:22
“Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps 

the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive 
that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of 
iniquity.”



I Timothy 1:19-20

“Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away 
concerning faith have made shipwreck: Of whom is Hymenaeus and 
Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not 
to blaspheme.”



Revelation 2:4-5

“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy 
first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”
• “Err from the truth”
• “Perish”
• “Fall into condemnation”
• “Be moved away from the hope”
• “Deny the Lord who bought them”
• “Depart from the living God”
• “Be a castaway”

• Jesus said it was possible to “fall away”
• 1st Century Christians fell away
• What does this mean for us?



I Corinthians 15:58

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord.”



II Peter 1:5-11
“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience 
godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But he 
that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, 
and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.”



Galatians 6:9

“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not.”



Revelation 2:10

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil 
shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall 
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life.”



What Does the Bible Say About the “Once 
Saved-Always Saved” Doctrine?

• It is possible for a Christian to:
• “fall from grace”
• “depart from the faith”
• “deny the Lord that bought them”
• “Be led away with error”
• “Err from the truth”
• “Perish”
• “Fall into condemnation”
• “Be moved away from the hope”
• “Deny the Lord who bought them”
• “Depart from the living God”
• “Be a castaway”

• Jesus said it was possible to “fall away”
• 1st Century Christians fell away
• What does this mean for us?


