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• The temptation to become exclusive



Mark 9:38-40(NKJV)

“Now John answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we saw someone who 
does not follow us casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade 
him because he does not follow us." But Jesus said, "Do not forbid him, 
for no one who works a miracle in My name can soon afterward speak 
evil of Me. "For he who is not against us is on our side.””

The temptation to become exclusive
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Luke 9:51-56(NKJV)

“Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received 
up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem, and sent 
messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of 
the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. But they did not receive Him, 
because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem. And when His 
disciples James and John saw this, they said, "Lord, do You want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as 
Elijah did?" But He turned and rebuked them, and said, "You do not 
know what manner of spirit you are of. "For the Son of Man did not 
come to destroy men's lives but to save them." And they went to 
another village.”

The temptation to not show mercy
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• The temptation to look like you have it all figured out



Mark 9:31,32(NKJV)

“For He taught His disciples and said to them, "The Son of Man is being 
betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him. And after He is 
killed, He will rise the third day." But they did not understand this 
saying, and were afraid to ask Him.”

The temptation to look like you have it all figured out
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• The temptation to look like you have it all figured out
• The temptation to desire prominence



Mark 9:33,34(NKJV)

“Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He 
asked them, "What was it you disputed among yourselves on the 
road?" But they kept silent, for on the road they had disputed among 
themselves who would be the greatest.”

The temptation to desire prominence
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Galatians 2:11-13(NKJV)

“Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, 
because he was to be blamed; for before certain men came from 
James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he 
withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the 
circumcision. And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with 
him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.”

The temptation to place relationships above the truth
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Matthew 26:31-35(NKJV)

“Then Jesus said to them, "All of you will be made to stumble because 
of Me this night, for it is written: 'I will strike the Shepherd, And the 
sheep of the flock will be scattered.' "But after I have been raised, I will 
go before you to Galilee." Peter answered and said to Him, "Even if all 
are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble." 
Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the 
rooster crows, you will deny Me three times." Peter said to Him, "Even 
if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!" And so said all the 
disciples.”

The temptation to over-estimate our faith
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