
Why We Believe the Bible Is God’s Word

• The Bible claims to be inspired.
• What does “inspired” mean?

• Inspired like an artist or poet
• God gave general ideas to the writers
• Every word of the scriptures was given by God
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"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works."
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shall command him.  And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever will not hearken unto my words 
which he shall speak in my name, I will require it 
of him."



Deuteronomy 18:18,19
"I will raise them up a Prophet from among their 

brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in 
his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I 
shall command him.  And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever will not hearken unto my words 
which he shall speak in my name, I will require it 
of him."



Deuteronomy 18:18,19
"I will raise them up a Prophet from among their 

brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in 
his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I 
shall command him.  And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever will not hearken unto my words 
which he shall speak in my name, I will require it 
of him."



2 Samuel 23:2

"The spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue."



2 Samuel 23:2

"The spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue."



Jeremiah 1:9

"Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the 
Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth."



Jeremiah 1:9

"Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the 
Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth."



Why We Believe the Bible Is God’s Word

• The Bible claims to be inspired.
• What does “inspired” mean?

• Like an artist or poet
• God gave general ideas to the writers
• Every word of the scriptures is given by God

• The Old Testament claims this type of 
inspiration

• The New Testament claims this type of 
inspiration



Matthew 5:17,18

"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law, till all be fulfilled."
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• The unity and harmony of the 

Bible prove its inspiration.
– Written by approximately 40 

different writers
• Different backgrounds
• Different educations

– Written over a period of over 1500 
years

– Written from different geographical 
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– Written in different languages
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Prophecies Concerning Tyre 
- made by Ezekiel in 590 BC
The dust of the city was to be scraped, 

the area would be left like the “top of a 
rock”; also the ruins of the city would be 
cast into the sea (Ezekiel 26:4,12)
not filled when the city was 

conquered by Nebuchadnezzar
fulfilled in 332 BC when Alexander’s 

army used the ruins of the city to build 
a causeway to the island





Prophecy O.T. Reference N.T. Fulfillment

Born in Bethlehem Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:1-6

Would enter Jerusalem on a 
donkey

Zechariah 9:9 Matthew 21:6,7

Betrayal price stated Zechariah 11:12 Matthew 26:14,15

Betrayal money returned Zechariah 11:13 Matthew 27:3-7

Hands and feet pierced Psalms 22:16 Luke 23:33, John 20:24-28

Garments would be divided Psalms 22:18 John 19:23,24

Numbered with criminals Isaiah 53:12 Mark 15:27

Gall and vinegar to be 
offered to him

Psalms 69:21 John 19:28,29, Matthew 
27:34

He would be pierced Zechariah 12:10 John 19:33-37

Darkness in the daytime at 
his crucifixion

Amos 8:9 Matthew 27:45
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The Bible must be 
the product of yes no

good men or angels

bad men or devils

God









Why We Believe the Bible Is God’s Word

• Do we have a reliable copy today?
• No original copies exist
• An extremely large number of manuscripts exist



Document Date Written Oldest Extant Manuscript # of 
Manuscripts 

Caesar’s Gallic War 58-50 B.C @ 850 A.D. 10 
Tacitus’ Histories & 

Annals 
@  100 A.D. @ 900 A.D. 4 ½   Histories, 

12     Annals 
Thucydides’ History @ 460-400 B.C. @ 900 A.D. 8 
Herodotus’ History @ 400 B.C @ 900 A.D. 8 

New Testament 50 A.D.-100 
A.D. 

 Papyri fragments dating 
from 100’s and 200’s 
A.D. 

 Chester Beatty Biblical 
Papyri containing all 4 
Gospel accounts- Early 
200’s A.D. 

 John Ryland fragments 
containing John 18:31-
33,37ff-dated 130 A.D.-
(only about 40 years after 
John wrote it) 

 Numerous fragments 
found dating within 25-
50 years of original 
autographs 

Over 5,000 
(This exceeds 
the number of 
manuscripts 

present for the 
most well 

documented 
ancient works 
by a factor of 

over 100) 
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• Since the Bible is God’s word, what is our 
obligation?

• Read and Study it!
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punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power;"
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