
•The Pharisee was unjustified because:
– He did not reverence God

Two Men Went Up Into The 
Temple to Pray… (Luke 18:9-14)



“10 And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the 
people, and sanctify them to day and to morrow, and 
let them wash their clothes, 11 And be ready against 
the third day: for the third day the Lord will come 
down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai. 
12 And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round 
about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go 
not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: 
whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to 
death: 13 There shall not an hand touch it, but he 
shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be 
beast or man, it shall not live:”

Exodus 19



“16 And it came to pass on the third day in the 
morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, 
and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of 
the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people 
that was in the camp trembled. 17 And Moses 
brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with 
God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount. 
18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, 
because the Lord descended upon it in fire: and the 
smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, 
and the whole mount quaked greatly.”

Exodus 19



“And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. And he 
said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I 
will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will 
be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew 
mercy on whom I will shew mercy. And he said, Thou 
canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, 
and live. And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by 
me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: And it shall come 
to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a 
clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I 
pass by: And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt 
see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.”

Exodus 33:18-23



•The Pharisee was unjustified because:
– He did not reverence God
– He compared himself to others

Two Men Went Up Into The 
Temple to Pray… (Luke 18:9-14)



“For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or 
compare ourselves with some that commend 
themselves: but they measuring themselves by 
themselves, and comparing themselves among 
themselves, are not wise.”

II Corinthians 10:12



•The Pharisee was unjustified because:
– He did not reverence God
– He compared himself to others
– He saw no room for improvement

Two Men Went Up Into The 
Temple to Pray… (Luke 18:9-14)



“Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 
more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling.”

Philippians 2:12



“Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of 
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 3:12-14



•The Pharisee was unjustified because:
– He did not reverence God
– He compared himself to others
– He saw no room for improvement
– He took pride in his works

Two Men Went Up Into The 
Temple to Pray… (Luke 18:9-14)



“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, 
lest any man should boast.”

Ephesians 2:8-9



“So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those 
things which are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was 
our duty to do.”

Luke 17:10



•The Pharisee was unjustified because:
– He did not reverence God
– He compared himself to others
– He saw no room for improvement
– He took pride in his works

• The Publican was justified because:
– He revered God

Two Men Went Up Into The 
Temple to Pray… (Luke 18:9-14)



“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is 
the whole duty of man.”

Ecclesiastes 12:13



“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot 
be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may 
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly 
fear:  For our God is a consuming fire.”

Hebrews 12:28-29



•The Pharisee was unjustified because:
– He did not reverence God
– He compared himself to others
– He saw no room for improvement
– He took pride in his works

• The Publican was justified because:
– He revered God
– He had an accurate view of self

Two Men Went Up Into The 
Temple to Pray… (Luke 18:9-14)



“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: 
and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.”

Proverbs 9:10



“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of 
the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man 
beholding his natural face in a glass: For he 
beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and 
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 
But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, 
and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be 
blessed in his deed.”

James 1:22-25



“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we 
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us.”

I John 1:8-10



•The Pharisee was unjustified because:
– He did not reverence God
– He compared himself to others
– He saw no room for improvement
– He took pride in his works

• The Publican was justified because:
– He revered God
– He had an accurate view of self
– He had sorrow for his sins

Two Men Went Up Into The 
Temple to Pray… (Luke 18:9-14)



“Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that 
ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry 
after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage 
by us in nothing.  For godly sorrow worketh 
repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but 
the sorrow of the world worketh death. For behold 
this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly 
sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what 
clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, 
what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what 
zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have 
approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.”

II Corinthians 7:9-11



•The Pharisee was unjustified because:
– He did not reverence God
– He compared himself to others
– He saw no room for improvement
– He took pride in his works

• The Publican was justified because:
– He revered God
– He had an accurate view of self
– He had sorrow for his sins
– He understood his need for God’s mercy
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“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy 
lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy 
tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash 
me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: 
and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: 
that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, 
and be clear when thou judgest.”

Psalm 51:1-4



“O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: 
because his mercy endureth for ever. Let Israel now 
say, that his mercy endureth for ever. Let the house 
of Aaron now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 
Let them now that fear the Lord say, that his mercy 
endureth for ever.”

Psalm 118:1-4



•The Pharisee was unjustified because:
– He did not reverence God
– He compared himself to others
– He saw no room for improvement
– He took pride in his works

• The Publican was justified because:
– He revered God
– He had an accurate view of self
– He had sorrow for his sins
– He understood his need for God’s mercy

• We’re more likely to be the Pharisee!

Two Men Went Up Into The 
Temple to Pray… (Luke 18:9-14)


