
Matthew 5:20
“For I say unto you, That except your 

righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 
case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”



The Righteousness of a 
Pharisee

Pharisees were condemned for:

Wanting to be seen of men



Matthew 23:5-7
“But all their works they do for to be seen of men: 

they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge 
the borders of their garments,  And love the 
uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in 
the synagogues, And greetings in the markets, and 
to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.”



Matthew 6:1-4
“Take heed that ye do not your alms before 

men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have 
no reward of your Father which is in heaven.  
Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before thee, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may have glory of men. 
Verily I say unto you, They have their 
reward.



Matthew 6:1-4
“But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand 

know what thy right hand doeth: That thine 
alms may be in secret: and thy Father which 
seeth in secret himself shall reward thee 
openly.”



Matthew 6:5-6
“And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 

hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing 
in the synagogues and in the corners of the 
streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I 
say unto you, They have their reward. But 
thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret; and thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”



Failing to maintain a pure heart

The Righteousness of a 
Pharisee

Pharisees were condemned for:

Wanting to be seen of men



Matthew 23:25-28
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of 
the cup and of the platter, but within they are 
full of extortion and excess. Thou blind 
Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the 
cup and platter, that the outside of them may 
be clean also. 



Matthew 23:25-28
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited 
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful 
outward, but are within full of dead men's 
bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also 
outwardly appear righteous unto men, but 
within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.”



James 4:8
“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 

you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 
purify your hearts, ye double minded.”



Matthew 5:8
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 

God.”



II Corinthians 10:5
“Casting down imaginations, and every high 

thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ;”



Philippians 4:8
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 

whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things.”



The Righteousness of a 
Pharisee

Putting themselves before others

Pharisees were condemned for:

Wanting to be seen of men

Failing to maintain a pure heart



Matthew 23:5-7
“But all their works they do for to be seen of 

men: they make broad their phylacteries, and 
enlarge the borders of their garments,  And 
love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the 
chief seats in the synagogues, And greetings in 
the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, 
Rabbi.”



Matthew 23:11-12
“But he that is greatest among you shall be your 

servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be abased; and he that shall humble 
himself shall be exalted.”



Matthew 20:26-28
“But it shall not be so among you: but 

whosoever will be great among you, let him be 
your minister; And whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant: Even as 
the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many.”



I Peter 5:5
“Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto 

the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble.”



The Righteousness of a 
Pharisee

Failing to heed to God’s Word

Pharisees were condemned for:

Wanting to be seen of men

Failing to maintain a pure heart

Putting themselves before others



Matthew 23:29-30
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and 
garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, And 
say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, 
we would not have been partakers with them in 
the blood of the prophets.”



Matthew 23:34
“Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, 

and wise men, and scribes: and some of them 
ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall 
ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute 
them from city to city:”



Acts 17:11
“These were more noble than those in 

Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so.”



James 1:22
“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 

only, deceiving your own selves.”



The Righteousness of a 
Pharisee

Pharisees were condemned for:

Wanting to be seen of men

Failing to maintain a pure heart

Putting themselves before others

Failing to heed to God’s Word.

Pharisees were not condemned for:

Insisting that the smallest details be observed



Matthew 23:23
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise 
and cummin, and have omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and 
faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to 
leave the other undone.”



Colossians 3:17
“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by him.”



Teaching God’s will to others

The Righteousness of a 
Pharisee

Pharisees were condemned for:

Wanting to be seen of men

Failing to maintain a pure heart

Putting themselves before others

Failing to heed to God’s Word.

Pharisees were not condemned for:

Insisting that the smallest details be observed



Matthew 23:1-3
“Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his 

disciples, Saying, The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All therefore 
whatsoever they bid you observe, that 
observe and do; but do not ye after their 
works: for they say, and do not.”



Romans 10:13,14
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 

Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call 
on him in whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher?”



Matthew 28:18-20
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 

All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen.”



Teaching God’s will to others

The Righteousness of a 
Pharisee

Pharisees were condemned for:

Wanting to be seen of men

Failing to maintain a pure heart

Putting themselves before others

Failing to heed to God’s Word.

Pharisees were not condemned for:

Insisting that the smallest details be observed


