
BitternessBitterness
• How does God view it?



Mark 7:20-23(NKJV)

“And He said, "What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. "For from 
within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, "thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. "All these evil 
things come from within and defile a man."”

How does God view bitterness?



Ephesians 4:31,32(NKJV)

“Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away 
from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.”

How does God view bitterness?



Proverbs 4:23(NKJV)

“Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of 
life.”

How does God view bitterness?
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James 3:13-18(NKJV)

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good 
conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you 
have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie 
against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is 
earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, 
confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit 
of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.”

What causes bitterness?
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Philippians 4:8(NKJV)

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, 
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 
lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if 
there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things.”

What are the consequences of bitterness?



Matthew 5:43-45(NKJV)

“"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.' "But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who 
curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who 
spitefully use you and persecute you, "that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”

What are the consequences of bitterness?



Colossians 3:19(NKJV)

“Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.”

What are the consequences of bitterness?



Isaiah 59:1,2(NKJV)

“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His 
ear heavy, That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you 
from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that 
He will not hear.”

What are the consequences of bitterness?
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Ephesians 4:31,32(NKJV)

“Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away 
from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.”

How can we prevent bitterness?



James 3:13-18(NKJV)

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good 
conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you 
have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie 
against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is 
earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, 
confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit 
of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.”

How can we prevent bitterness?



Philippians 2:2-4(NKJV)

“fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than 
himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also 
for the interests of others.”

How can we prevent bitterness?



Genesis 50:15-21(NKJV)

“When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "Perhaps 
Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to 
him." So they sent messengers to Joseph, saying, "Before your father died he 
commanded, saying, 'Thus you shall say to Joseph: "I beg you, please forgive 
the trespass of your brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you."' Now, 
please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father." And 
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also went and fell 
down before his face, and they said, "Behold, we are your servants." Joseph 
said to them, "Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? "But as for you, 
you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it 
about as it is this day, to save many people alive. "Now therefore, do not be 
afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones." And he comforted them 
and spoke kindly to them.”

How can we prevent bitterness?



Romans 12:14(NKJV)

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.”

How can we prevent bitterness?



Matthew 5:44(NKJV)

“"But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do 
good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you 
and persecute you,”

How can we prevent bitterness?



Ephesians 4:31,32(NKJV)

“Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away 
from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.”

How can we prevent bitterness?
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