
How To Be Successful 
in Difficult 

Circumstances

• Ignore ridicule (4:1-6)



Jude 17,18

“But, beloved, remember ye the words which 
were spoken before of the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; How that they told you 
there should be mockers in the last time, 
who should walk after their own ungodly 
lusts.”



Hebrews 11:32-37
“And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to 

tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of 
Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the 
prophets: Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths 
of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 
Women received their dead raised to life again: and 
others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they 
might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of 
cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds 
and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they 
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented;”



Matthew 5:11,12

“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my 
sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you.”



How To Be Successful 
in Difficult 

Circumstances
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• Be prepared for opposition (4:7,8)



I Corinthians 16:19

“For a great door and effectual is opened 
unto me, and there are many adversaries.”



II Timothy 4:14-16

“Alexander the coppersmith did me much 
evil: the Lord reward him according to his 
works: Of whom be thou ware also; for he 
hath greatly withstood our words.  At my 
first answer no man stood with me, but all 
men forsook me: I pray God that it may not 
be laid to their charge.”



Ephesians 6:12

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.”
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Matthew 9:37,38

“Then saith he unto his disciples, The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest.”



II Thessalonians 3:1,2

“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word 
of the Lord may have free course, and be 
glorified, even as it is with you: And that 
we may be delivered from unreasonable 
and wicked men: for all men have not 
faith.”



Ephesians 6:18,19

“Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance and 
supplication for all saints; And for me, that 
utterance may be given unto me, that I 
may open my mouth boldly, to make 
known the mystery of the gospel,”
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II Timothy 4:9,10

“Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me: 
For Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved this present world, and is departed 
unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, 
Titus unto Dalmatia.”



How To Be Successful 
in Difficult 

Circumstances

• Ignore ridicule (4:1-6)

• Be prepared for opposition (4:7,8)

• Ask for God’s assistance (4:9)

• Expect that some will not work (3:5)
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II Corinthians 11:23-28
“Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; 

in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five 
times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I 
beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In 
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, 
in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In 
weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 
Beside those things that are without, that which cometh 
upon me daily, the care of all the churches.”
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Romans 1:15

“So, as much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome 
also.”



I Peter 5:1,2

“The elders which are among you I exhort, 
who am also an elder, and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of 
the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the 
flock of God which is among you, taking 
the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind;”



I Corinthians 15:58

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord.”
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Acts 5:38,39

“And now I say unto you, Refrain from these 
men, and let them alone: for if this counsel 
or this work be of men, it will come to 
nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even 
to fight against God.”



Psalm 118:6

“The Lord is on my side; I will not fear: what 
can man do unto me?”
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