
The Providence of God
• God is at work in the world today



Psalm 104:14

“He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of 
man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth;”



Psalm 104:21-29
“The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their meat 
from God. The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together, 
and lay them down in their dens. Man goeth forth unto his 
work and to his labour until the evening. O Lord, how manifold 
are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth is 
full of thy riches. So is this great and wide sea, wherein are 
things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts. 
There go the ships: there is that leviathan, whom thou hast 
made to play therein.  These wait all upon thee; that thou 
mayest give them their meat in due season. That thou givest
them they gather: thou openest thine hand, they are filled 
with good. Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest
away their breath, they die, and return to their dust.”



Matthew 6:26-33
“Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they?  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit 
unto his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I 
say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, 
and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O 
ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, 
What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all 
these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”



Matthew 10:29

“Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not 
fall on the ground without your Father.”
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• God’s miraculous work is complete



I Corinthians 13:8-13
“Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they 
shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether 
there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  For we know in part, 
and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is 
come, then that which is in part shall be done away.  When I 
was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought 
as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am 
known.  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but 
the greatest of these is charity.”
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Matthew 23:37

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not!”
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Genesis 50:20

“But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto 
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.”



I Peter 1:20

“Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifest in these last times for you,”
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Matthew 6:30-33

“Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and 
to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O 
ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? 
or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after 
all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you.”



Psalm 37:25

“I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.”



I Corinthians 10:13

“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: 
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it.”



Romans 5:3-5

“And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and 
experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto 
us.”



James 1:2-4

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;  
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let 
patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing.”
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Psalms 22:28 - NASV

• “For the kingdom is the Lord’s, And He rules over the nations.”



Daniel 2:21  
“And he changeth the times and the seasons: he 
removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom 
unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know 
understanding.”

4:25 “. . . the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he will.”



Proverbs 14:34  
“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any 
people.”

Psalms 9:17  
“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God.”



Jeremiah 25:8-9  

“Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Because ye have not heard my 
words, behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith 
the Lord, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will 
bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and 
against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, 
and make them an astonishment, and an hissing . . .”
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Ephesians 6:18-20  

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all 
saints; And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may 
open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For 
which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as 
I ought to speak.”



Philippians 1:12-14  

“But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which 
happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the 
gospel; So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in 
all other places;  And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing 
confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without 
fear.”



The Providence of God
• God is at work in the world today
• God’s miraculous work is complete
• God’s providence does not overrule the free-will of 

men
• God can use both good and evil actions to 

accomplish His will
• Some areas of God’s providence today:

– Caring for our needs
– In the kingdoms of men
– In the furtherance of the gospel

• The “hows” of God’s providence are unknown



Esther 4:14  

"For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there 
enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but 
thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"



Philemon 10-16  

"I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my 
bonds: which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable 
to thee and to me . . . For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, 
that thou shouldest receive him for ever; not now as a servant, but 
above a servant, a brother beloved. . ."



Romans 11:33-34  

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counsellor?”



Ecclesiastes 9:11  

“I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet 
riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time 
and chance happeneth to them all.”
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Esther 4:13,14  

“Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with thyself 
that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more than all the Jews. For if 
thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there 
enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but 
thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”



Genesis 22:7-8  

“And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he 
said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?  And Abraham said, My son, 
God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both 
of them together.”
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