\ Peter 3:15
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always ve
eady to give a defense to everyone Who asks you a reason for
the hope that S tn you, With meekness and feaw;

V. pefense (: qpologia) = apology (answer / defense)

v Tuth has a defense...to questions / to challenges

V' Need. to know why we...

V' Need. to prepare ourselves to answer the guestion: whyr
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Fundamental Studies
Why Bélieve. ..

Why we Practice...
Why we Don’t...
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Thursday: Why we believe it makes a difference
what one believes

Kriday: Why we believe Jesus was raised from the

dead

Saturday: Why we believe there is just one church

Sunday Class: Why we believe miracles have ceased

Sunday AM: Why we believe hell is real and eternal

Sunday PM: Why we do not believe once saved

always saved




~ Why We...?

We pelieve it Makes A
Diffeence What one
Believes




A Popula Concept

= Toith alone - “Just velieve in the Lond”

“Sincerity is all that matters”

Does not make a difference what one wvelieves

“Jotn the thurch of your- choice”
“One faith S as good as anothel.”

Good moral people = Chiistians
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Effective
Tools!




We eelieve 1t Makes A pifference What

one Believes

==
.. There is an Ovjective Standard




A. Obijective — vs — subjective Standards
1. Subjective — varies from person to person

\S o “l[feel.”
« “lthink...”
An . “My family...”
Oviective * “My preacher...
J * ‘| have a book that says...”
Standard 2. Objective - fixed standard (same for all)

TN




A. Objective — vs — subjective Standards

B. Word of God is the Objective Standard
IS 1. Whatis written (2 Cor. 413)
An Oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11)
Commandments of God (1 Cor. 14:37)
Ovjective Word of God (1 Thess. 2:13)
Standard

Inspired Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
Words chosen by Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:9-13)

Fixed
Standard

S Ok

Makes A
Difference

~ What - Believe

TN




Does It Make Any Difference How You Wire A House?

.\,‘0 . “Ifeel like... think...”
. 30‘ » ‘I know an electrician who says...”
v\ * “My dad wired his house...”
5\) » “My neighbor did his this way...”




Does It Make Any Difference How You Wire A House?

~ Makes A

Difference
How Wire




We eelieve 1t Makes A pifference What

one Believes

==

.. There is an Ovjective Standard
. There is one Faith




A. The Bible Speaks of “One Faith” not “Faiths”

Eph 4:4-6

4 There 1s one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called in one hope of your
calling;

5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

6 one God and Father of all, who 1s
above all, and through all, and 1n you all.




A. The Bible Speaks of “One Faith” not “Faiths”

B. “One Faith” Means “Only One Faith”

Eph 4:4-6

4 There 1s one body and one Spirtit,
just as you were called 1n one hope
of your calling;

5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

6 one God and Father of all, who 1s
above all, and through all, and in

you all.
&

“One Spirit” - Many spirits?
- Only one Spirit?

“One Lord” - Many Lords?
- Only one Lord?

“One God” - Many gods?
- Only one God?

“One Faith” - Many faiths?
- Only one faith?



A. The Bible Speaks of “One Faith” not “Faiths”

B. “One Faith” Means “Only One Faith”

C. No Such Thing As “My Faith”, “Your Faith” or “Different
Faiths”




We eelieve 1t Makes A pifference What

one Believes

==

.. There is an Ovjective Standard
. There is one Faith
M. It is Possivle 1o Believe a Lie & Be Lost
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It is
Possivle
To
Believe
a Lie &
Be Lost

L3 §

A. Young Prophet Believed a Lie — Punished (1 Kings 13)




Believing A Lie

1 Kings 13 Lie:
Truth: -
“Bring him back to your
Do not eat bread house, that he

Do not drink water
Do not return
by the same way

may eat bread
nd drink water.”




It is
Possivle
To
Believe
a Lie &
Be Lost

TN

A. Young Prophet Believed a Lie — Punished (1 Kings 13)

B. Those Who Believe a Lie — Perish (2 Thess. 2:10-12)

Lie

Truth

Deceived (v.10)

Not love truth (v. 10)
Deluded (v. 11)
Believe lie (v. 11)

Not believe truth (v. 12)
Pleasure in unright. (v. 12)

. !

Perish (v. 10)
Condemned (v. 12)

Love truth (v. 10)
Believe truth (v. 12)

1 B

Saved (v. 10)




We eelieve 1t Makes A pifference What

one Believes

==

.. There is an Ovjective Standard

I. There is One Faith

M. It is Possivle to Believe a Lie & Be Lost
V. One Can ve Relig’wus and e W\long

€T
~



One A. Cain’s Offering Was Not Accepted (Gen.4:3-5)

Cingg Gen 4:3-5
Religious
and ve 3 And 1n the process of time it came to
pass that Cain brought an offering of the
W\O..oy\e fruit of the ground to the LORD.

4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his
flock and of their fat. And the LORD

respected Abel and his offering,

5 but He did not respect Cain and his
offering. And Cain was very angry, and
his countenance fell.

Y




Cain Abel

&0
TN
Offering: Offering: i

“Fruit of ground” “firstborn of his flock™

Lord
Did Not Respect

Not: “By Faith” “By Faith”
g (Heb.11:4)

Lord
Respected




One A. Cain’s Offering Was Not Accepted (Gen.4:3-5)

B. Nadab and Abihu’s Sacrifice Did Not Please God (Lev.
Can e 10:1-2)

Religious
and ve
W\long

Lev 10:1-2

I Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,
cach took his censer and put fire 1n it, put

incense on it, and offered profane fire before
the LORD, which He had not commanded
them.

2 So fire went out from the LORD and

devoured them, and they died before the
LORD.

“...offered unauthorized fire...” (NIV)




One
Can be
Religious
and e
W\%\r\g

m

A. Cain’s Offering Was Not Accepted (Gen.4:3-5)
B. Nadab and Abihu’s Sacrifice Did Not Please God (Lev.

10:1-2)

C. Believers in Christ Can Be Lost (Matt. 7:21-23)

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will
of My Father in heaven.

22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your
name, and done many wonders in Your name?’

23 And then | will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;

depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’




We eelieve 1t Makes A pifference What

one Believes

==

.. There is an Ovjective Standard

. There is One Faith

M. It is Possivle to Believe a Lie & Be Lost
V. One Can ve Relig’wus and e W\long

V. Absurd Consequences
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Avsurd
Conseéguences

. Direct Opposite Doctrines / Practices are Equal

. We Can Do Anything We Want in Religion

. Doesn’t Matter Whether One Believes or Not

. Doesn’t Make Any Difference Whether One Believes

The Bible
1. If so, what Bible says is unimportant!
2. If so, what God says is unimportant!




We eelieve 1t Makes A pifference What

one Believes

==

.. There is an Ovjective Standard

. There is One Faith

M. It is Possivle to Believe a Lie & Be Lost
V. One Can ve Relig’wus and e W\long

V. Absurd Consequences
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O I need to know the truth (John 8:32)
O | need to study & examine what | am taught (Acts 17:11)

O | need to prepare to tell others why (1 Pet. 3:15)









