
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ONE CHURCH



We Believe It Makes A Difference What 

One Believes

I. There is an Objective Standard

II. There is One Faith

III. It is Possible to Believe a Lie & Be Lost

IV. One Can be Religious and be Wrong

V. Absurd Consequences



We Believe There is Only One church

I. Jesus Only Promised One Church
II. The Bible Says There is Just One
III. The Bible is Silent About Churches
IV. It Makes a Difference What One 

Believes
V. Division is Wrong
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ONE CHURCH

When was the one church established? 
• Acts 2:1 “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all 

with one accord[fn] in one place. 
• Versus how it was referred to prior to Acts 2 

• Matthew 16:18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it.”
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1. When was the church established? 
2. Where does a name come from?
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Names matter 
• Many names exist in the world 

• Catholics 
• Lutheran’s 
• Baptists  
• Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
• Methodist  
• Presbyterian
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Names matter 
• Many names exist in the world 
• What is the Biblical example? 

• Romans 16:16 “Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches 
of Christ greet you.” 

• 1 Corinthians 1:2 “To the church of God which is at Corinth, to 
those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called [to be] saints, with 
all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both theirs and ours:”
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Names matter 
• Many names exist in the world 
• What is the Biblical example? 

• 1 Timothy 3:15 “but if I am delayed, [I write] so that you may know 
how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

• Hebrews 12:23 “to the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn [who are] registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, 
to the spirits of just men made perfect,”
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Names matter 
• Many names exist in the world 
• What is the Biblical example? 

• Colossians 4:16 “Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it 
is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise 
read the [epistle] from Laodicea.” 

• 1 Thessalonians 1:1 “Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
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Names matter 
• Many names exist in the world 
• What is the Biblical example? 

• churches of Christ  
• church of God 
• church of the Living God, house of God 
• church of the Firstborn 
• church of [name of some town]



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ONE CHURCH

1. When was the church established? 
2. Where does a name come from? 
3. What guides the one church?
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Creed or ONLY the Bible  
• Why a set of documents, Creed, manuals, ordinances, or a statement 

of faith in the first place? 
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Creed or ONLY the Bible  
• Versus the Bible, and only the Bible?  

• Deuteronomy 12:32 “Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. You 
shall not add to it or take from it.” 

• Mark 7:7-9 “And in vain they worship Me, Teaching [as] doctrines the commandments of 
men.' 8 "For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men--the 
washing of pitchers and cups, and many other such things you do." 9 He said to them, 
"[All too] well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition. 

• 2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of 
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
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4. What is the structure of the church?



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ONE CHURCH

Structure of the one church   
• Christ is head 

• Colossians 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church, who 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He 
may have the preeminence.” 

• Ephesians 1:22-23 “And He put all [things] under His feet, and 
gave Him [to be] head over all [things] to the church, 23 which is 
His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”
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Structure of the one church   
• Christ is head 
• The body is composed of individuals  

• 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27 “For as the body is one and has many 
members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one 
body, so also [is] Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all 
been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one 
member but many. ... 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members 
individually. ”
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Structure of the one church   
• Christ is head 
• The body is composed of individuals  
• Individuals join together  

• Acts 2:42 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
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Structure of the one church   
• Christ is head 
• The body is composed of individuals  
• Individuals join together  
• Elders ONLY oversee their congregation  

• Acts 20:17, 28 “17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the 
elders of the church. ... 28 "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to 
all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ONE CHURCH

1. When was the church established? 
2. Where does a name come from? 
3. What guides the one church? 
4. What is the structure of the church? 
5. What are the acts of Worship?
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Acts of worship on the Lord’s Day   
• Lord Supper: Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 11, Matthew 26:26-28  

• Acts 20:7 “Now on the first [day] of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, 
spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 

• 1 Corinthians 11
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Acts of worship on the Lord’s Day   
• Lord Supper: Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 11, Matthew 26:26-28  

• Matthew 26:26-28 “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
blessed and broke [it], and gave [it] to the disciples and said, 
"Take, eat; this is My body." 27 Then He took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and gave [it] to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. 28 
"For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins.”
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Acts of worship on the Lord’s Day   
• Giving: 

• 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 “Now concerning the collection for the saints, 
as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do 
also: 2 On the first [day] of the week let each one of you lay 
something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no 
collections when I come.”
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Acts of worship on the Lord’s Day   
• Singing: 

• Ephesians 5:19 “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord,” 

• Colossians 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord.”
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Acts of worship on the Lord’s Day   
• Prayer: 

• Matthew 6:7-9 "And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as 
the heathen [do]. For they think that they will be heard for their many 
words. 8 "Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the 
things you have need of before you ask Him. 9 "In this manner, 
therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.” 

• Acts 2:42 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
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Acts of worship on the Lord’s Day   
• Sermon: 

• Acts 20:7 “Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, 
spoke to them and continued his message until midnight.” 

• Acts 2:42 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
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Acts of worship on the Lord’s Day   
• Lord Supper: Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 11, Matthew 26:26-28  
• Giving: 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 
• Singing: Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16 
• Prayer: Matthew 6:7-9, Acts 2:42 
• Sermon: Acts 20:7, Acts 2:42 



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ONE CHURCH

1 Peter 4:11 “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the 
oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as 
with the ability which God supplies, that in all things 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 
belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.”
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