
New Testament Worship
• Not all worship is acceptable



Matthew 4:10

“Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.”



Matthew 15:8,9

“This people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; 
but their heart is far from me. But in vain 
they do worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men.”



New Testament Worship
• Not all worship is acceptable

• Two elements required for acceptable 
worship



John 4:24

“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth.”



Matthew 6:2,5,16
“Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not 

sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that 
they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto 
you, They have their reward…And when thou 
prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: 
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues 
and in the corners of the streets, that they may 
be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have 
their reward…Moreover when ye fast, be not, as 
the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they 
disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto 
men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have 
their reward.”



New Testament Worship
• Not all worship is acceptable

• Two elements required for acceptable 
worship

• Five authorized acts of worship
–Singing



Ephesians 5:19

“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord;”



Colossians 3:16

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord.”



I Corinthians 14:15

“What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, 
and I will pray with the understanding also: 
I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with 
the understanding also.”



New Testament Worship
• Not all worship is acceptable

• Two elements required for acceptable 
worship

• Five authorized acts of worship
–Singing

–Prayer



Acts 20:36

“And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled 
down, and prayed with them all.”



I Corinthians 14:15

“What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, 
and I will pray with the understanding also: 
I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with 
the understanding also.”



James 4:3

“Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask 
amiss, that ye may consume it upon your 
lusts.”



New Testament Worship
• Not all worship is acceptable

• Two elements required for acceptable 
worship

• Five authorized acts of worship
–Singing

–Prayer

–Teaching



Acts 20:7

“And upon the first day of the week, when 
the disciples came together to break 
bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to 
depart on the morrow; and continued his 
speech until midnight.”



Acts 10:32,33

“Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither 
Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is 
lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner 
by the sea side: who, when he cometh, 
shall speak unto thee. Immediately 
therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well 
done that thou art come. Now therefore 
are we all here present before God, to 
hear all things that are commanded thee 
of God.”



Acts 17:11

“These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so.”



II John 9-11

“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not 
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He 
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he 
hath both the Father and the Son. If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: For he that 
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his 
evil deeds.”



New Testament Worship
• Not all worship is acceptable

• Two elements required for acceptable 
worship

• Five authorized acts of worship
–Singing

–Prayer

–Teaching

–Giving



II Corinthians 8:1-4

“Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace 
of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 
How that in a great trial of affliction the 
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality.  For 
to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond 
their power they were willing of themselves; 
Praying us with much intreaty that we would 
receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship 
of the ministering to the saints.”



II Corinthians 9:7

“Every man according as he purposeth in his 
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”



I Corinthians 16:1-2

“Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I have given order to the 
churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon 
the first day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him, that there be no gatherings 
when I come.”



New Testament Worship
• Not all worship is acceptable

• Two elements required for acceptable 
worship

• Five authorized acts of worship
–Singing

–Prayer

–Teaching

–Giving

–Lord’s supper



Acts 2:42

“And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers.”



I Corinthians 11:26-29

“For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.  
Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and 
drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a 
man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's 
body.”



Acts 20:7

“And upon the first day of the week, when 
the disciples came together to break 
bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to 
depart on the morrow; and continued his 
speech until midnight.”



I Corinthians 11:23-25

“For I have received of the Lord that which also I 
delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the 
same night in which he was betrayed took 
bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is 
broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.  
After the same manner also he took the cup, 
when he had supped, saying, This cup is the 
new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as 
ye drink it, in remembrance of me.”



New Testament Worship
• Not all worship is acceptable

• Two elements required for acceptable 
worship

• Five authorized acts of worship
–Singing

–Prayer

–Teaching

• Worship must be done in the proper 
manner

–Giving
–Lord’s supper



I Corinthians 14:40

“Let all things be done decently and in 
order.”



New Testament Worship
• Not all worship is acceptable
• Two elements required for acceptable 

worship
• Five authorized acts of worship

–Singing
–Prayer
–Teaching

• Worship must be done in the proper 
manner

• New Testament worship should be on the 
first day of the week

–Giving
–Lord’s supper



New Testament Worship
The Sabbath Day

• Observance mentioned first in Exodus 
16:21-30

• Given at Sinai, not at beginning



Nehemiah 9:13,14

“Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, 
and spakest with them from heaven, and 
gavest them right judgments, and true 
laws, good statutes and commandments:  
And madest known unto them thy holy 
sabbath, and commandedst them 
precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand 
of Moses thy servant:”



Exekiel 20:10-12

“Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of 
the land of Egypt, and brought them into 
the wilderness. And I gave them my 
statutes, and shewed them my judgments, 
which if a man do, he shall even live in 
them.  Moreover also I gave them my 
sabbaths, to be a sign between me and 
them, that they might know that I am the 
Lord that sanctify them.”



New Testament Worship
The Sabbath Day

• Observance mentioned first in Exodus 
16:21-30

• Given at Sinai, not at beginning

• Sabbath was only for the Jews



Deuteronomy 5:2-3,15

“The Lord our God made a covenant with us 
in Horeb. The Lord made not this covenant 
with our fathers, but with us, even us, who 
are all of us here alive this day…And 
remember that thou wast a servant in the 
land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God 
brought thee out thence through a mighty 
hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore 
the Lord thy God commanded thee to 
keep the sabbath day.”



New Testament Worship
The Sabbath Day

• Observance mentioned first in Exodus 
16:21-30

• Given at Sinai, not at beginning

• Sabbath was only for the Jews

• Strict restrictions for Sabbath observance



Exodus 20:9-10

“Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy 
work: But the seventh day is the sabbath 
of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do 
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates:”



Exodus 16:23

“And he said unto them, This is that which 
the Lord hath said, To morrow is the rest of 
the holy sabbath unto the Lord: bake that 
which ye will bake to day, and seethe that 
ye will seethe; and that which remaineth 
over lay up for you to be kept until the 
morning.”



Exodus 35:3

“Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your 
habitations upon the sabbath day.”



Jeremiah 17:21-22

“Thus saith the Lord; Take heed to 
yourselves, and bear no burden on the 
sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of 
Jerusalem; Neither carry forth a burden 
out of your houses on the sabbath day, 
neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the 
sabbath day, as I commanded your 
fathers.”



Numbers 28:9-10

“And on the sabbath day two lambs of the 
first year without spot, and two tenth deals 
of flour for a meat offering, mingled with 
oil, and the drink offering thereof: This is 
the burnt offering of every sabbath, beside 
the continual burnt offering, and his drink 
offering.”



Nehemiah 10:31

“And if the people of the land bring ware or 
any victuals on the sabbath day to sell, 
that we would not buy it of them on the 
sabbath, or on the holy day: and that we 
would leave the seventh year, and the 
exaction of every debt.”



Exodus 31:14

“Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is 
holy unto you: every one that defileth it 
shall surely be put to death: for whosoever 
doeth any work therein, that soul shall be 
cut off from among his people.”



New Testament Worship
The Sabbath Day

• Observance mentioned first in Exodus 
16:21-30

• Given at Sinai, not at beginning

• Sabbath was only for the Jews

• Strict restrictions for Sabbath observance

• The Sabbath has been done away



Jeremiah 31:31-34
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the 
house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my 
covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto 
them, saith the Lord:  But this shall be the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith 
the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write 
it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”



Colossians 2:13-17

“And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing 
it to his cross; And having spoiled principalities 
and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it.  Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath 
days:  Which are a shadow of things to come; 
but the body is of Christ.”



Exodus 20:1-17

Exodus 34:28-35

II Corinthians 3:6-8



New Testament Worship
The Sabbath Day

• Observance mentioned first in Exodus 
16:21-30

• Given at Sinai, not at beginning

• Sabbath was only for the Jews

• Strict restrictions for Sabbath observance

• The Sabbath has been done away


