
Matthew 19:23-24

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say 
unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say 
unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God.”



Matthew 19:25-26

“When his disciples heard it, they were 
exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be 
saved? But Jesus beheld them, and said unto 
them, With men this is impossible; but with 
God all things are possible.”



The Problems of Prosperity

↑ Increased Pride



Deuteronomy 8:7-18

“For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a 
land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that 
spring out of valleys and hills; A land of wheat, and 
barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a 
land of oil olive, and honey;  A land wherein thou 
shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack 
any thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out 
of whose hills thou mayest dig brass. When thou hast 
eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the Lord thy 
God for the good land which he hath given thee. 



Deuteronomy 8:7-18

“Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping 
his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, 
which I command thee this day: Lest when thou hast eaten 
and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 
And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver 
and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is 
multiplied; Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the 
Lord thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt…And thou say in thine heart, My power and the 
might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou 
shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth 
thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant 
which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.”

“A land wherein thou shalt eat bread 
without scarceness, 

thou shalt not lack any thing in it;”

“And thou say in thine heart, 
My power and the might of mine hand 

hath gotten me this wealth.”



Jeremiah 9:23-24

“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory 
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in 
his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in 
this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord which exercise 
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, 
in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith 
the Lord.”



The Problems of Prosperity

↑ Increased Pride ↓ Decreased Trust 
in God



I Timothy 6:17-19

“Charge them that are rich in this world, that 
they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God, who giveth us 
richly all things to enjoy;  That they do good, 
that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate;  Laying up 
in store for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal life.”



Jeremiah 17:7-8

“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and 
whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a 
tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth 
out her roots by the river, and shall not see 
when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; 
and shall not be careful in the year of drought, 
neither shall cease from yielding fruit.”



Matthew 6:30-33

“Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 
which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, 
shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall 
we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal 
shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the 
Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.”



The Problems of Prosperity

↑ Increased Pride

↑ Increased Love of 
This World

↓ Decreased Trust 
in God



Hebrews 11:13

“These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off, and 
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, 
and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth.”



The Problems of Prosperity

↑ Increased Pride

↑ Increased Love of 
This World

↓ Decreased Trust 
in God

↓ Decreased 
Spiritual Focus



Luke 12:15-21

“And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth. And he 
spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a 
certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he 
thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, 
because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 
And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all 
my fruits and my goods. 



Luke 12:15-21

“And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto 
him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee: then whose shall those things 
be, which thou hast provided?  So is he that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God.”



Matthew 6:20-21

“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal: 
For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.”



The Problems of Prosperity

↑ Increased Pride

↑ Increased Love of 
This World

↑ Increased Greed

↓ Decreased Trust 
in God

↓ Decreased 
Spiritual Focus



Ecclesiastes 5:10

“He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with 
silver; nor he that loveth abundance with 
increase: this is also vanity.”
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This World
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↓ Decreased 
Compassion for 
Poor



Luke 16:19-21

“There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day: And there was a 
certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid 
at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed 
with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's 
table: moreover the dogs came and licked his 
sores.”
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