
• What is a creed?



Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
[he descended to the dead.]

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,

the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,

God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;
he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary,
and was made human.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father [and the Son],
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen.



Athanasian Creed
Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the catholic faith.

Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken will doubtless perish eternally.

Now this is the catholic faith:

That we worship one God in trinity and the trinity in unity,
neither blending their persons
nor dividing their essence.

For the person of the Father is a distinct person,
the person of the Son is another,
and that of the Holy Spirit still another.
But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one,
their glory equal, their majesty coeternal.



Athanasian Creed
What quality the Father has, the Son has, and the Holy Spirit has.

The Father is uncreated,
the Son is uncreated,
the Holy Spirit is uncreated.

The Father is immeasurable,
the Son is immeasurable,
the Holy Spirit is immeasurable.

The Father is eternal,
the Son is eternal,
the Holy Spirit is eternal.

And yet there are not three eternal beings;
there is but one eternal being.
So too there are not three uncreated or immeasurable beings;
there is but one uncreated and immeasurable being.



Athanasian Creed
Similarly, the Father is almighty,

the Son is almighty,
the Holy Spirit is almighty.

Yet there are not three almighty beings;
there is but one almighty being.

Thus the Father is God,
the Son is God,
the Holy Spirit is God.

Yet there are not three gods;
there is but one God.

Thus the Father is Lord,
the Son is Lord,
the Holy Spirit is Lord.

Yet there are not three lords;
there is but one Lord.



Athanasian Creed

Just as Christian truth compels us
to confess each person individually
as both God and Lord,
so catholic religion forbids us
to say that there are three gods or lords.

The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten from anyone.
The Son was neither made nor created;
he was begotten from the Father alone.
The Holy Spirit was neither made nor created nor begotten;
he proceeds from the Father and the Son.

Accordingly there is one Father, not three fathers;
there is one Son, not three sons;
there is one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits.



Athanasian Creed

Nothing in this trinity is before or after,
nothing is greater or smaller;
in their entirety the three persons
are coeternal and coequal with each other.

So in everything, as was said earlier,
we must worship their trinity in their unity
and their unity in their trinity.

Anyone then who desires to be saved
should think thus about the trinity.

But it is necessary for eternal salvation
that one also believe in the incarnation
of our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully.



Athanasian Creed
Now this is the true faith:

That we believe and confess
that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
is both God and human, equally.

He is God from the essence of the Father,
begotten before time;
and he is human from the essence of his mother,
born in time;
completely God, completely human,
with a rational soul and human flesh;
equal to the Father as regards divinity,
less than the Father as regards humanity.

Although he is God and human,
yet Christ is not two, but one.



Athanasian Creed
He is one, however,

not by his divinity being turned into flesh,
but by God’s taking humanity to himself.
He is one,
certainly not by the blending of his essence,
but by the unity of his person.
For just as one human is both rational soul and flesh,
so too the one Christ is both God and human.

He suffered for our salvation;
he descended to hell;
he arose from the dead;
he ascended to heaven;
he is seated at the Father’s right hand;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people will arise bodily
and give an accounting of their own deeds.



Athanasian Creed
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,

and those who have done evil will enter eternal fire.

This is the catholic faith:
one cannot be saved without believing it firmly and faithfully.



Tridentine Creed
I, -------, with a firm faith believe and profess all and every one of the things contained in that Creed 
which the holy Roman Church makes use of: "I believe in one God, the Father Almighty," etc. [The 
Nicene Creed]

I most steadfastly admit and embrace apostolic and ecclesiastical traditions, and all other 
observance and constitutions of the same Church.

I also admit the holy Scriptures, according to that sense which our holy mother Church has 
held and does hold, to which it belongs to judge of the true sense and interpretation of the 
Scriptures; neither will I ever take and interpret them otherwise than according to the unanimous 
consent of the Fathers.

I also profess that there are truly and properly seven sacraments of the new law, instituted by 
Jesus Christ our Lord, and necessary for the salvation of mankind, though not all for ever one, to wit: 
baptism, confirmation, the eucharist, penance, extreme unction, holy orders, and matrimony; and 
that they confer grace; and that these, baptism, confirmation, and ordination can not be reiterated 
without sacrilege. I also receive and admit the received and approved ceremonies of the Catholic 
Church, used in the solemn administration of the aforesaid sacraments.



Tridentine Creed
I embrace and receive all and every one of the things which have been defined and declared in the 
holy Council of Trent concerning original sin and justification.

I profess, likewise, that in the mass there is offered to God a true, proper, and propitiatory 
sacrifice for the living and the dead; and that in the most holy sacrament of the eucharist there is 
truly, really and substantially, the body and blood, together with the soul and divinity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; and that there is made a change of the whole essence of the bread into the body, and of the 
whole essence of the wine into the blood; which change the Catholic Church calls transubstantiation.

I also confess that under either kind alone [either the bread or the cup] Christ is received whole 
and entire, and a true sacrament.

I firmly hold that there is a purgatory, and that the souls therein detained are helped by the 
suffrages of the faithful. Likewise, that the saints reigning with Christ are to be honoured and invoked, 
and that they offer up prayers to God for us, and that their relics are to be had in veneration.



Tridentine Creed
I most firmly assert that the images of Christ, and of the perpetual Virgin the Mother of God, and 

also of other saints, ought to be had and retained, and that due honor and veneration are to be given them. 
I also affirm that the power of indulgences was left by Christ in the Church, and that the use of them is most 
wholesome to Christian people.

I acknowledge the holy Catholic Apostolic Roman Church for the mother and mistress of all churches; 
and I promise and swear true obedience to the Bishop of Rome, successor to St. Peter, Prince of the 
Apostles, and Vicar of Jesus Christ.

I likewise undoubtingly receive and profess all other things delivered, defined, and declared by the 
Sacred Canons and General Councils, particularly by the holy Council of Trent; and I condemn, reject, and 
anathematize all things contrary thereto, and all heresies which the Church has condemned, rejected, and 
anathematized.

I do, at this present, freely profess and truly hold this true Catholic faith, without which no one can 
be saved; and I promise most constantly to retain and confess the same entire and inviolate, with God's 
assistance, to the end of my life. And I will take care, as far as in me lies, that it shall be held, taught, and 
preached by my subjects, or by those the care of whom shall appertain to me in my office. This, I promise, 
vow, and swear - so help me God, and these holy Gospels of God.



• What is a creed?
• Why were they created?



Acts 26:9 (NKJV)
“"Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth.”



• What is a creed?
• Why were they created?
• What’s wrong with them?

• Imply the Bible is insufficient/inadequate



Ephesians 3:3,4 (NKJV)
“how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have 
briefly written already, by which, when you read, you may understand 
my knowledge in the mystery of Christ),”



Ephesians 5:17 (NKJV)
“Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord 
is.”



Psalm 119:97 (NKJV)
“Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.”



• What is a creed?
• Why were they created?
• What’s wrong with them?

• Imply the Bible is insufficient/inadequate
• They are unnecessary



II Peter 1:1-3 (NKJV)
“Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who 
have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our 
God and Savior Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied to you in 
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has 
given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,”



• What is a creed?
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• What’s wrong with them?

• Imply the Bible is insufficient/inadequate
• They are unnecessary
• They elevate some doctrines above others (“core doctrines”)



II Timothy 3:16,17 (NKJV)
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.”



• What is a creed?
• Why were they created?
• What’s wrong with them?

• Imply the Bible is insufficient/inadequate
• They are unnecessary
• They elevate some doctrines above others (“core doctrines”)
• They are cited as authority



Acts 17:11 (NKJV)
“These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily 
to find out whether these things were so.”
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• They are unnecessary
• They elevate some doctrines above others (“core doctrines”)
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• They create division



John 17:20,21 (NKJV)
“"I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in 
Me through their word; "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in 
Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may 
believe that You sent Me.”
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Galatians 1:8,9 (NKJV)
“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to 
you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we 
have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other 
gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.”



• What is a creed?
• Why were they created?
• What’s wrong with them?

• Imply the Bible is insufficient/inadequate
• They are unnecessary
• They elevate some doctrines above others (“core doctrines”)
• They are cited as authority
• They create division
• They contradict the Scriptures
• They diminish the power of the Gospel



Romans 1:16 (NKJV)
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also 
for the Greek.”
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• What is the solution?



Ephesians 4:11-15 (NKJV)
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till 
we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in 
the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ--”



I Timothy 1:2-4 (NKJV)
“To Timothy, a true son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God 
our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. As I urged you when I went into 
Macedonia--remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they 
teach no other doctrine, nor give heed to fables and endless 
genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which 
is in faith.”
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