Total Hereditary Depravity

 What is the doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity?




John Calvin

“All of us, therefore, descending from an impure seed, come into the
world tainted with the contagion of sin. Nay, before we behold the light
of the sun we are in God’s sight defiled and polluted....We thus see that
the impurity of parents is transmitted to their children, so that all,
without exception, are originally depraved. The commencement of this
depravity will not be found until we ascend to the first parent of all as
the fountainhead. We must, therefore, hold it for certain, that, in
regard to human nature, Adam was not merely a progenitor, but, as it

were, a root, and that, accordingly, by his corruption, the whole human
race was deservedly vitiated.”



Westminster Confession of Faith

“They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed,
and the same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed to all their
posterity, descending from them by ordinary generation. From this
original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and
made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all
actual transgressions.”



Philadelphia Confession of Faith

“Our first parents by the sin, fell from their original righteousness and
communion with God, and we in them, whereby death came upon all;
all becoming dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all faculties, and parts of
soul, and body...They being the root, and by God's appointment,
standing in the room, and stead of all mankind, the guilt of their sin
was imputed, and corrupted nature conveyed, to all their posterity,
descending from them by ordinary generation, being now conceived in
sin, and by nature children of wrath, the servants of sin, the subjects of
death and all other miseries, spiritual, temporal, and eternal, unless the
Lord Jesus sets them free....From this original corruption whereby all
are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, and
wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.”



John Wesley

“We are condemned before we have done good or evil, under the curse
before we know what it is.”



Augustine

“Who can recall to me the sins | committed as a baby? For in your sight
no man is free from sin, not even a child who has lived only one day on
earth....It can hardly be right for a child, even at that age, to cry for
everything, including things which would harm him; to work himself
into a tantrum against people older than himself and not required to
obey him; and to try his best to strike and hurt others who know better
than he does, including his own parents, when they do not give in to
him and refuse to pander to whims which would only do him harm.
This shows that, if babies are innocent, it is not for lack of will to do
harm, but for lack of strength.”
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Genesis 6:5 (NKJV)

“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.”



Genesis 6:9 (NKJV)

“This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his
generations. Noah walked with God.”



Genesis 6:12 (NKJV)

“This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his
generations. Noah walked with God.”



Psalm 51:1-5 (NKJV)

“Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness;
According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me
from my sin. For | acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always
before me. Against You, You only, have | sinned, And done this evil in
Your sight-That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless
when You judge. Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my
mother conceived me.”



Psalm 53:1-3 (NKJV)

“The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, and
have done abominable iniquity; There is none who does good. God
looks down from heaven upon the children of men, To see if there are
any who understand, who seek God. Every one of them has turned
aside; They have together become corrupt; There is none who does
good, No, not one.”



Psalm 58:3 (NKJV)

“The wicked are estranged from the womb; They go astray as soon as
they are born, speaking lies.”



Romans 5:12-21 (NKJV)

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin,
and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned-- (For until the law sin was in
the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness
of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. But the free
gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man's offense many died, much more the
grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to
many. And the I§ift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the
judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift
which came from many offenses resulted in justification. For if by the one man's
offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.)
Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in
condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all
men, resulting in justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were
made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.
Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded,
grace abounded much more, so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might
reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”



| Corinthians 15:22 (NKJV)

“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.”



Ephesians 2:1-5 (NKJV)

“And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in
which you once walked according to the course of this world, according
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the
sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and
of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),”
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Ecclesiastes 7:29 (NKJV)

“Truly, this only | have found: That God made man upright, But they
have sought out many schemes.”



Ephesians 4:17-19 (NKJV)

“This | say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer
walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, having
their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God,
because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of

their heart; who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to
lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.”



Romans 1:20-28 (NKJV)

“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew
God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in
their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise,
they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an
image made like corruptible man--and birds and four-footed animals and
creeping thinﬁs. Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the
lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who
exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this
reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged
the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the
natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men wit

men committinﬁ what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty
of their error which was due. And even as they did not like to retain God in
their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things
which are not fitting;”



Deuteronomy 1:39 (NKJV)

“'Moreover your little ones and your children, who you say will be
victims, who today have no knowledge of good and evil, they shall go in
there; to them | will give it, and they shall possess it.”



Genesis 3:5 (NKJV)

““For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."”



Genesis 3:22 (NKJV)

“Then the Lord God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us,
to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also
of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"”



Matthew 18:1-4 (NKJV)

“At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?" Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set
him in the midst of them, and said, "Assuredly, | say to you, unless you
are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter
the kingdom of heaven. "Therefore whoever humbles himself as this
little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”



Matthew 19:14 (NKJV)

“But Jesus said, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid
them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven."”



| Samuel 12:13,14 (NKJV)

“So David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." And Nathan
said to David, "The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.
"However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you
shall surely die."”



Zechariah 12:1 (NKJV)

“The burden of the word of the Lord against Israel. Thus says the Lord,
who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and
forms the spirit of man within him:”



Ecclesiastes 12:7 (NKJV)

“Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit will
return to God who gave it.”



Genesis 8:21 (NKJV)

“And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma. Then the Lord said in His
heart, "l will never again curse the ground for man's sake, although the
imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; nor will | again
destroy every living thing as | have done.”



Jeremiah 3:25 (NKJV)

“We lie down in our shame, And our reproach covers us. For we have
sinned against the Lord our God, We and our fathers, From our youth
even to this day, And have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God."”



Romans 7:7-9 (NKJV)

“What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary,
| would not have known sin except through the law. For | would not
have known covetousness unless the law had said, "You shall not
covet." But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in
me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. | was
alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin
revived and | died.”



Il Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV)

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each
one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has
done, whether good or bad.”



| John 3:4 (NKJV)

“Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is
lawlessness.”



James 4:17 (NKJV)

“Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it
is sin.”



Fzekiel 18:19,20 (NKJV)

“"Yet you say, 'Why should the son not bear the guilt of the father?"
Because the son has done what is lawful and right, and has kept all My
statutes and observed them, he shall surely live. "The soul who sins
shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father
bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be
upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.”



Deuteronomy 24:16 (NKJV)

“"Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall the
children be put to death for their fathers; a person shall be put to death
for his own sin.”
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Romans 3:23 (NKJV)

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”
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