
Zealous for Good Works
• What is zeal?



John 2:13-17 (NKJV)
“Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep 
and doves, and the moneychangers doing business. When He had 
made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the 
sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and 
overturned the tables. And He said to those who sold doves, "Take 
these things away! Do not make My Father's house a house of 
merchandise!" Then His disciples remembered that it was written, 
"Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up."”



Zealous for Good Works
• What is zeal?
• What does zeal do?



Galatians 4:17 (NKJV)
“They zealously court you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude 
you, that you may be zealous for them.”



Galatians 4:18 (NKJV)
“But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when 
I am present with you.”



Philippians 3:4-6 (NKJV)
“though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks 
he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth 
day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting 
the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless.”



Romans 10:1,2 (NKJV)
“Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they 
may be saved. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, 
but not according to knowledge.”



Zealous for Good Works
• What is zeal?
• What does zeal do?
• How can we be zealous for good 

works?
• In our concern for our brethren



II Corinthians 7:5-7 (NKJV)
“For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but 
we were troubled on every side. Outside were conflicts, inside were 
fears. Nevertheless God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by 
the coming of Titus, and not only by his coming, but also by the 
consolation with which he was comforted in you, when he told us of 
your earnest desire, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced 
even more.”



II Corinthians 2:12,13 (NKJV)
“Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a 
door was opened to me by the Lord, I had no rest in my spirit, because I 
did not find Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them, I departed 
for Macedonia.”
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• How can we be zealous for good 

works?
• In our concern for our brethren
• In our prayers for our brethren



Colossians 4:12,13 (NKJV)
“Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, 
always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect 
and complete in all the will of God. For I bear him witness that he has a 
great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in 
Hierapolis.”



Zealous for Good Works
• What is zeal?
• What does zeal do?
• How can we be zealous for good 

works?
• In our concern for our brethren
• In our prayers for our brethren
• In our repentance



II Corinthians 7:8-11 (NKJV)
“For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it; though I 
did regret it. For I perceive that the same epistle made you sorry, 
though only for a while. Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, 
but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a 
godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. For godly 
sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; 
but the sorrow of the world produces death. For observe this very 
thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced 
in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what 
vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved 
yourselves to be clear in this matter.”



Revelation 3:19 (NKJV)
“"As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and 
repent.”
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• In our concern for our brethren
• In our prayers for our brethren
• In our repentance
• In our benevolence



II Corinthians 9:1,2 (NKJV)
“Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me 
to write to you; for I know your willingness, about which I boast of you 
to the Macedonians, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal 
has stirred up the majority.”



Ecclesiastes 11:1,2 (NKJV)
“Cast your bread upon the waters, For you will find it after many days. 
Give a serving to seven, and also to eight, For you do not know what 
evil will be on the earth.”



II Corinthians 9:1-10 (NKJV)
“Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you; 
for I know your willingness, about which I boast of you to the Macedonians, that 
Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal has stirred up the majority. Yet I have sent 
the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this respect, that, as I said, 
you may be ready; lest if some Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, 
we (not to mention you!) should be ashamed of this confident boasting. Therefore I 
thought it necessary to exhort the brethren to go to you ahead of time, and prepare 
your generous gift beforehand, which you had previously promised, that it may be 
ready as a matter of generosity and not as a grudging obligation. But this I say: He 
who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an 
abundance for every good work. As it is written: "He has dispersed abroad, He has 
given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever." Now may He who supplies seed 
to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and 
increase the fruits of your righteousness,”
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I Timothy 6:11,12 (NKJV)
“But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, 
lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have 
confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.”



Revelation 3:15,16 (NKJV)
“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you 
were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.”
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