
II Timothy 2:15 (NKJV)
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does 
not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”



I Timothy 4:13 (RSV)
“Till I come, attend to the public reading of scripture, to preaching, to 
teaching.”



Attend to the Public Reading of Scripture

• God’s Word is amazing
• God’s Word is important



Psalm 1:1,2 (NKJV)
“Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor 
stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his 
delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and 
night.”



Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV)
“O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who 
walks to direct his own steps.”



Matthew 4:4 (NKJV)
“But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.””



Psalm 119:105 (NKJV)
“Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.”



Psalm 119:9 (NKJV)
“How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to 
Your word.”



Romans 1:16 (NKJV)
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also 
for the Greek.”



Psalm 19:9,10 (NKJV)
“The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the 
LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they 
than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the 
honeycomb.”



Attend to the Public Reading of Scripture

• God’s Word is amazing
• God’s Word is important
• Public reading in the Old Testament



Exodus 24:1-8 (NKJV)
“Now He said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. "And 
Moses alone shall come near the LORD, but they shall not come near; nor 
shall the people go up with him." So Moses came and told the people all the 
words of the LORD and all the judgments. And all the people answered with 
one voice and said, "All the words which the LORD has said we will do." And 
Moses wrote all the words of the LORD. And he rose early in the morning, 
and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars according to 
the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he sent young men of the children of Israel, 
who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the 
LORD. And Moses took half the blood and put it in basins, and half the blood 
he sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in 
the hearing of the people. And they said, "All that the LORD has said we will 
do, and be obedient." And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, 
and said, "This is the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with 
you according to all these words.””



Deuteronomy 31:10-13 (NKJV)
“And Moses commanded them, saying: "At the end of every seven 
years, at the appointed time in the year of release, at the Feast of 
Tabernacles, "when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your 
God in the place which He chooses, you shall read this law before all 
Israel in their hearing. "Gather the people together, men and women 
and little ones, and the stranger who is within your gates, that they 
may hear and that they may learn to fear the LORD your God and 
carefully observe all the words of this law, "and that their children, who 
have not known it, may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God as 
long as you live in the land which you cross the Jordan to possess."”



Joshua 8:30-35 (NKJV)
“Now Joshua built an altar to the LORD God of Israel in Mount Ebal, as 
Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded the children of Israel, as it is 
written in the Book of the Law of Moses: "an altar of whole stones over 
which no man has wielded an iron tool." And they offered on it burnt 
offerings to the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. And there, in the 
presence of the children of Israel, he wrote on the stones a copy of the law 
of Moses, which he had written. Then all Israel, with their elders and officers 
and judges, stood on either side of the ark before the priests, the Levites, 
who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, the stranger as well as he 
who was born among them. Half of them were in front of Mount Gerizim 
and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the LORD 
had commanded before, that they should bless the people of Israel. And 
afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and the cursings, 
according to all that is written in the Book of the Law. There was not a word 
of all that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read before all the 
assembly of Israel, with the women, the little ones, and the strangers who 
were living among them.”



II Kings 23:1-3 (NKJV)
“Now the king sent them to gather all the elders of Judah and 
Jerusalem to him. The king went up to the house of the LORD with all 
the men of Judah, and with him all the inhabitants of Jerusalem-the 
priests and the prophets and all the people, both small and great. And 
he read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant 
which had been found in the house of the LORD. Then the king stood 
by a pillar and made a covenant before the LORD, to follow the LORD 
and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes, 
with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant 
that were written in this book. And all the people took a stand for the 
covenant.”



Nehemiah 8:1-12 (NKJV)
“Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that was in front of 
the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which 
the LORD had commanded Israel. So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly 
of men and women and all who could hear with understanding on the first day of the 
seventh month. Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water 
Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women and those who could 
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. So Ezra 
the scribe stood on a platform of wood which they had made for the purpose…And Ezra 
opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; 
and when he opened it, all the people stood up. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. 
Then all the people answered, "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their hands. And they 
bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground…So they read 
distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to 
understand the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, 
and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD 
your God; do not mourn nor weep." For all the people wept, when they heard the words of 
the Law. Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send 
portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our LORD. Do not 
sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your strength." So the Levites quieted all the people, 
saying, "Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved." And all the people went their way 
to eat and drink, to send portions and rejoice greatly, because they understood the words 
that were declared to them.”



Attend to the Public Reading of Scripture

• God’s Word is amazing
• God’s Word is important
• Public reading in the Old Testament
• Public reading in the New Testament



Acts 15:21 (NKJV)
“"For Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach 
him in every city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath."”



Luke 4:16-21 (NKJV)
“So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His 
custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and 
stood up to read. And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was 
written: "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed 
Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to  the captives And recovery of 
sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." Then He closed the book, 
and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who 
were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to 
them, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."”



Acts 13:15 (NKJV)
“And after the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the 
synagogue sent to them, saying, "Men and brethren, if you have any 
word of exhortation for the people, say on."”



I Thessalonians 5:27 (NKJV)
“I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read to all the holy 
brethren.”



Colossians 4:16 (NKJV)
“Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the 
church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from 
Laodicea.”



Revelation 1:3 (RSV)
“Blessed is he who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed 
are those who hear, and who keep what is written therein; for the time 
is near.”



Attend to the Public Reading of Scripture

• God’s Word is amazing
• God’s Word is important
• Public reading in the Old Testament
• Public reading in the New Testament
• Benefits of Public Reading



Deuteronomy 6:6,7 (NKJV)
“"And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 
"You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 
down, and when you rise up.”



Attend to the Public Reading of Scripture

Benefits of Public Reading:
• Enhances understanding



Nehemiah 8:8 (NKJV)
“So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they 
gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading.”



Attend to the Public Reading of Scripture

Benefits of Public Reading:
• Enhances understanding
• Promotes unity



Acts 2:42-44 (NKJV)
“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the 
apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in 
common,”



Attend to the Public Reading of Scripture

Benefits of Public Reading:
• Enhances understanding
• Promotes Unity
• Shows we honor the Word



Nehemiah 8:1 (NKJV)
“Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square 
that was in front of the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to 
bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded 
Israel.”



Nehemiah 8:4 (NKJV)
“So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood which they had made 
for the purpose; and beside him, at his right hand, stood Mattithiah, 
Shema, Anaiah, Urijah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah; and at his left hand 
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbadana, Zechariah, and 
Meshullam.”



Nehemiah 8:5 (NKJV)
“And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was 
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people 
stood up.”



Attend to the Public Reading of Scripture

Benefits of Public Reading:
• Enhances understanding
• Promotes Unity
• Shows we honor the Word
• Public acknowledgement/ 

commitment



Exodus 24:7,8 (NKJV)
“Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the 
people. And they said, "All that the LORD has said we will do, and be 
obedient." And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and 
said, "This is the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with 
you according to all these words."”



Attend to the Public Reading of Scripture

Benefits of Public Reading:
• Enhances understanding
• Promotes Unity
• Shows we honor the Word
• Public acknowledgement/ 

commitment



Unless otherwise noted, scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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