
Can God Know the Future 
without Controlling It?



Genesis 50:18-21 (NKJV)
“Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they 
said, "Behold, we are your servants." Joseph said to them, "Do not be 
afraid, for am I in the place of God? "But as for you, you meant evil 
against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is 
this day, to save many people alive. "Now therefore, do not be afraid; I 
will provide for you and your little ones." And he comforted them and 
spoke kindly to them.”



Jeremiah 29:10 (NKJV)
“For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, 
I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you 
to return to this place.”



II Chronicles 36:22 (NKJV)
“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD 
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying,”



Matthew 2:13-23 (NKJV)
“Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay 
there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him." 
When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for 
Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt I called My Son." 
Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly 
angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in 
Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the 
time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was 
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: "A voice was heard in Ramah, 
Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, 
Refusing to be comforted, Because they are no more." But when Herod was dead, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, "Arise, 
take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
sought the young Child's life are dead." Then he arose, took the young Child and 
His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And 
being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he 
came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophets, "He shall be called a Nazarene."”



Matthew 27:3-9 (NKJV)
“Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was 
remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and elders, saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." 
And they said, "What is that to us? You see to it!" Then he threw down 
the pieces of silver in the temple and departed, and went and hanged 
himself. But the chief priests took the silver pieces and said, "It is not 
lawful to put them into the treasury, because they are the price of 
blood." And they consulted together and bought with them the 
potter's field, to bury strangers in. Therefore that field has been called 
the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, 
the value of Him who was priced, whom they of the children of Israel 
priced,”



• We don’t know everything about how God 
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Romans 11:33 (NKJV)
“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding 
out!”



Isaiah 55:8,9 (NKJV)
“"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," 
says the LORD. "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are 
My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.”



Deuteronomy 29:29 (NKJV)
“"The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things 
which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we 
may do all the words of this law.”
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Psalm 147:5 (NKJV)
“Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite.”



I John 3:19,20 (NKJV)
“And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our 
hearts before Him. For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than 
our heart, and knows all things.”
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Genesis 15:12-16 (NKJV)
“Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; 
and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him. Then He said to 
Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a 
land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them 
four hundred years. "And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; 
afterward they shall come out with great possessions. "Now as for you, 
you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old 
age. "But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the 
iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete."”



Micah 5:2 (NKJV)
“"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the 
thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to 
be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From 
everlasting."”



Matthew 2:1 (NKJV)
“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,”



Isaiah 7:14 (NKJV)
“"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”



Acts 3:22-24 (NKJV)
“"For Moses truly said to the fathers, 'The LORD your God will raise up 
for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all 
things, whatever He says to you. 'And it shall be that every soul who 
will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the 
people.' "Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, 
as many as have spoken, have also foretold these days.”



Isaiah 46:9,10 (NKJV)
“Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no 
other; I am God, and there is none like Me, Declaring the end from the 
beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, 
'My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure,'”



Psalm 139:4 (NKJV)
“For there is not a word on my tongue, But behold, O LORD, You know 
it altogether.”



Psalm 139:16 (NKJV)
“Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book 
they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there 
were none of them.”
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James 1:13 (NKJV)
“Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.”



I Corinthians 10:13 (NKJV)
“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; 
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, 
that you may be able to bear it.”



Matthew 4:1 (NKJV)
“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil.”
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Matthew 23:37 (NKJV)
“"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not 
willing!”



I Timothy 2:3,4 (NKJV)
“For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who 
desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.”



II Peter 3:9 (NKJV)
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 
but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance.”
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Deuteronomy 30:15,16 (NKJV)
“"See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, "in that 
I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, 
and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that 
you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the 
land which you go to possess.”



Joshua 24:15 (NKJV)
“"And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers 
served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will 
serve the LORD."”



Revelation 3:20 (NKJV)
“"Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with 
Me.”



Revelation 22:17 (NKJV)
“And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, 
"Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take 
the water of life freely.”



John 17:17 (NKJV)
“"Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.”



Mark 8:34 (NKJV)
“When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He 
said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow Me.”



• We don’t know everything about how God 
works.

• We know God is omniscient.
• We know God knows the future.
• We know God doesn’t tempt.
• We know God doesn’t force men to do 

things.
• We know God allows freewill.
• A God who can accomplish His will without 

forcing actions is truly omniscient and 
omnipotent.

Can God Know the Future 
without Controlling It?



Romans 11:33 (NKJV)
“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding 
out!”



Jeremiah 32:27 (NKJV)
“"Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard 
for Me?”
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