
“Whosoever desires to come after me…“
Mark 8:34 - Commands of discipleship



Whosoever desires to come after me…
Mark 8:34 When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, 
He said to them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me.

❖ Commands of discipleship:
❖ Deny ourselves
❖ Take up his cross
❖ Follow Jesus



Whosoever desires to come after me…

❖ “While the “me-first” mentality is not deemed a “syndrome” by society at 
large (looking out for “number one” is standard), such a disposition is quite 
at variance with the teaching of the Son of God.” Wayne Jackson

Denying ourself



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Genesis 25:29-34 Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, 
and he [was] weary. 30 And Esau said to Jacob, "Please feed me with that same 
red [stew], for I [am] weary." Therefore his name was called Edom. 31 But Jacob 
said, "Sell me your birthright as of this day." 32 And Esau said, "Look, I [am] 
about to die; so what [is] this birthright to me?" 33 Then Jacob said, "Swear to 
me as of this day." So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 And 
Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and 
went his way. Thus Esau despised [his] birthright.

Denying ourself



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Hebrews 12:16-17 lest there [be] any fornicator or profane person like Esau, 
who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. 17 For you know that afterward, 
when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place 
for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.

Denying ourself



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

Acts 20:7 Now on the first [day] of the week, when the disciples came together to break 
bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until 
midnight. 

Hebrews 10:25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as [is] the manner of 
some, but exhorting [one another], and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

Denying ourself



Whosoever desires to come after me…

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have 
given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first 
[day] of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may 
prosper, that there be no collections when I come.

Denying ourself



Whosoever desires to come after me…

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of 
God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial of affliction 
the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of 
their liberality. 3 For I bear witness that according to [their] ability, yes, and 
beyond [their] ability, [they were] freely willing, 4 imploring us with much 
urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to 
the saints. 5 And not [only] as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to 
the Lord, and [then] to us by the will of God.

Denying ourself



Whosoever desires to come after me…

2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty 
might become rich.

Denying ourself



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Romans 9:21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump 
to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor?

Denying ourself



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Jeremiah 10:23 O LORD, I know the way of man [is] not in himself; [It is] not in 
man who walks to direct his own steps.

Denying ourself



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Matthew 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added to you.

Denying ourself



Whosoever desires to come after me…
Mark 8:34 When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, 
He said to them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me.

❖ Commands of discipleship: 
❖ Deny ourselves
❖ Take up his cross
❖ Follow Jesus



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Matthew 10:38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not 
worthy of Me.

Take up his cross



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Matthew 10:6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Take up his cross



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Matthew 10:14-15 And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you 
depart from that house or city, shake off the dust from your feet.Assuredly, I say to 
you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
judgment than for that city!

Matthew 10:16-18 Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be 
wise as serpents and harmless as doves. 17 "But beware of men, for they will deliver 
you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues. 18 "You will be brought 
before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 

Take up his cross



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Matthew 10:24 A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his 
master.

Take up his cross



Whosoever desires to come after me…

John 15:20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than 
his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My 
word, they will keep yours also.

Take up his cross



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Romans 5:1-5 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
3 And not only [that], but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Take up his cross



Whosoever desires to come after me…
Mark 8:34 When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, 
He said to them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me.

❖ Commands of discipleship: 
❖ Deny ourselves
❖ Take up his cross
❖ Follow Jesus



Whosoever desires to come after me…

2 John 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does 
not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and 
the Son.

Follow Jesus



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the [life] which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

Follow Jesus



Whosoever desires to come after me…

Mark 8:34-38 When He had called the people to [Himself], with His disciples also, 
He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me. 35 "For whoever desires to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 "For what 
will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 37 "Or 
what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 38 "For whoever is ashamed of Me 
and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also 
will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."

Follow Jesus



Whosoever desires to come after me…
Mark 8:34 When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, 
He said to them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me.

❖ Commands of discipleship: 
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