
Complacency-
Oxford Dictionary: “a feeling of smug or uncritical satisfaction with oneself or 
one's achievements”

Cambridge Dictionary: “feeling so satisfied with your own abilities or situation 
that you feel you do not need to try any harder”

Webster’s Dictionary: “self-satisfaction especially when accompanied by 
unawareness of actual dangers or deficiencies”



Edward J. Smith (1850-1912)
“When anyone asks me how I can best 

describe my experiences of nearly forty 
years at sea, I merely say uneventful. I 
have never been in an accident of any 
sort worth speaking about....I never saw 
a wreck and have never been wrecked, 
nor was I ever in any predicament that 
threatened to end in disaster of any 
sort.”

“I cannot imagine any condition which 
would cause a ship to founder. I cannot 
conceive of any vital disaster happening 
to this vessel. Modern shipbuilding has 
gone beyond that . . .”



The Problem of 
Complacency 

Zephaniah 1:12

• Complacency is dangerous



Proverbs 1:22-33(NKJV)
“How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? For scorners delight in 
their scorning, And fools hate knowledge. Turn at my rebuke; Surely I will 
pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you. Because I 
have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one 
regarded, Because you disdained all my counsel, And would have none of my 
rebuke, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror 
comes, When your terror comes like a storm, And your destruction comes 
like a whirlwind, When distress and anguish come upon you. "Then they will 
call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they will 
not find me. Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of 
the LORD, They would have none of my counsel And despised my every 
rebuke. Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way, And be filled to 
the full with their own fancies. For the turning away of the simple will slay 
them, And the complacency of fools will destroy them; But whoever listens 
to me will dwell safely, And will be secure, without fear of evil.”



I Peter 5:8(NKJV)
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about 
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”



I Thessalonians 5:5-9(NKJV)
“You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night 
nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us 
watch and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who 
get drunk are drunk at night. But let us who are of the day be sober, 
putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope 
of salvation. For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,”
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• What causes complacency?
• The idea that God won’t do good



Zephaniah 1:12(NKJV)
“And it shall come to pass at that time That I will search Jerusalem with 
lamps, And punish the men Who are settled in complacency, Who say 
in their heart, 'The LORD will not do good, Nor will He do evil.'”



Colossians 3:23,24(NKJV)
“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.”



Hebrews 11:13(NKJV)
“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having 
seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”



Romans 8:18(NKJV)
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”



The Problem of 
Complacency 

Zephaniah 1:12

• Complacency is dangerous

• What causes complacency?
• The idea that God won’t do good

• The idea that God won’t do evil



Zephaniah 1:12(NKJV)
“And it shall come to pass at that time That I will search Jerusalem with 
lamps, And punish the men Who are settled in complacency, Who say 
in their heart, 'The LORD will not do good, Nor will He do evil.'”



James 1:13(NKJV)
“Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.”



Habakkuk 1:13(NKJV)
“You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, And cannot look on 
wickedness. Why do You look on those who deal treacherously, And 
hold Your tongue when the wicked devours A person more rightous 
than he?”



Deuteronomy 32:4(NKJV)
“He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God 
of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.”



Isaiah 47:10,11(NKJV)
“For you have trusted in your wickedness; You have said, 'No one sees 
me'; Your wisdom and your knowledge have warped you; And you have 
said in your heart, 'I am, and there is no one else besides me.' 
Therefore evil shall come upon you; You shall not know from where it 
arises. And trouble shall fall upon you; You will not be able to put it off. 
And desolation shall come upon you suddenly, Which you shall not 
know.”



Hebrews 10:26-31(NKJV)
“For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful 
expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the 
adversaries. Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy 
on the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of how much worse 
punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has 
trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant 
by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of 
grace? For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," 
says the Lord. And again, "The LORD will judge His people." It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”



Matthew 25:31-46(NKJV)
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with 
Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. "All the nations will be 
gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. "And He will set the sheep 
on His right hand, but the goats on the left. "Then the King will say to 
those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world’…Then He 
will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, 
into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels’…And 
these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.”



Romans 11:22(NKJV)
“Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who 
fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His 
goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.”
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Revelation 3:14-18(NKJV)
“And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things 
says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the 
creation of God: "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. 
I could wish you were cold or hot. "So then, because you are lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. "Because 
you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing' --
and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 
naked-- "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you 
may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the 
shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes 
with eye salve, that you may see.”



The Problem of 
Complacency 

Zephaniah 1:12

• Complacency is dangerous

• What causes complacency?
• The idea that God won’t do good

• The idea that God won’t do evil

• How does one become complacent?

• How does God feel about complacency?



The Problem of 
Complacency 

Zephaniah 1:12

Click the link to listen to this lesson


	Slide 1: Complacency-
	Slide 2: Edward J. Smith (1850-1912)
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Proverbs 1:22-33(NKJV)
	Slide 5: I Peter 5:8(NKJV)
	Slide 6: I Thessalonians 5:5-9(NKJV)
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Zephaniah 1:12(NKJV)
	Slide 9: Colossians 3:23,24(NKJV)
	Slide 10: Hebrews 11:13(NKJV)
	Slide 11: Romans 8:18(NKJV)
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Zephaniah 1:12(NKJV)
	Slide 14: James 1:13(NKJV)
	Slide 15: Habakkuk 1:13(NKJV)
	Slide 16: Deuteronomy 32:4(NKJV)
	Slide 17: Isaiah 47:10,11(NKJV)
	Slide 18: Hebrews 10:26-31(NKJV)
	Slide 19: Matthew 25:31-46(NKJV)
	Slide 20: Romans 11:22(NKJV)
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Zephaniah 1:12(NKJV)
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Zephaniah 1:12(NKJV)
	Slide 25: Revelation 3:14-18(NKJV)
	Slide 26
	Slide 27

